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This press release is our response to the recent release, by the Violence Policy Center, of
their study entitled “License to Kill, and Kidnap, and Rape, and Drive Drunk.” Their complete
report is available on their website at http://www.vpc.org/studies/ltk2cont.htm. It is indeed an
“Oh My God” report. We encourage you to visit, and compare it to ours. More information about
Texas Concealed Handgun Licenses is available on our website at http://www.txchia.org.

What the Texas Concealed Handgun Instructor Association has is a much less exciting
report by the Concealed Handgun Licensing Section of the Texas Department of Public Safety.
We received this official report from the CHLS personnel who attended our 1999 Texas
Concealed Handgun Instructor Association Conference February 13, in Austin. We are enclosing
that report below.

Our figures and those of the VPC track--sort of. The problem we have with the VPC
release is that they used the wrong figures, in a misleading way, without comparing them to
anything.

Our report shows 2,014 charges filed that led to the revocation of a CHL. Of course the
note on the report points out that more than one charge may be filed on an individual, so the
number of charges does not reflect the number of people arrested. The big problem, though, is
that VPC used arrest numbers instead of convictions. There is a huge difference between being
arrested and convicted, particularly when dealing with concealed handgun license holders.

We as instructors know, and teach our students, that if we ever have to use a gun,
particularly if anyone is injured, we will usually be arrested. Even if it is a legitimate case of self
defense. Law enforcement officers do not have the time, or access to enough information, to
decide on the street whether an incident is justified or not. The District Attorney almost always
makes that determination, after the arrest. The VPC conveniently left the conviction information
out of their study.

They also lumped all the arrests under one heading, combining felonies and
misdemeanors.

When we include those two breakdowns, the statistics show a very different picture. On
the CHLS report, of the 2,104 charges filed, 1,578 were misdemeanors, leaving 526 serious
felonies. Of the 1,578 misdemeanors, 415 have led to convictions. Of the 526 felonies, 100 have
resulted in convictions. (Some of the cases are still pending, and the results in many cases not
leading to conviction were not reported.)

To get a better idea of the situation, compare the CHL statistics to the general population.
In the U.S. about 4% of adults have been convicted of a felony. One hundred CHL felony



convictions out of 182,493 current license holders is a rate of 0.055%. Hardly a crime ripple.
Even if you compare the total number of arrests VPC was talking about, 2,104, that is still only
1.15% of current license holders.

And bear in mind that as soon as someone carrying with a CHL is arrested, the arresting
officer takes custody of the gun and license. As soon as the person is indicted, the license is
suspended until the situation is resolved. If a person is convicted of any felony or a misdemeanor
that makes them ineligible to have a license, the CHL is revoked. If a person becomes the subject
of a family violence protective order, the CHL is revoked. If a person is found to be mentally
incompetent, the CHL is revoked. If a person abuses alcohol or drugs, the CHL is revoked. If a
person doesn’t pay taxes, child support, or student loans, the CHL is revoked. The fact that, out
of 198,104 total licenses issued, only 718 licenses have been revoked (0.36%) and 257
suspended (0.13%) proves that the system is working.

As a rule, CHLs may be the most law-abiding group in society. The few rogues are the
exceptions that prove that rule. And the system quickly and competently handles those
exceptions.

Add to that the Lott-Mustard study, which says, “allowing citizens to carry concealed
weapons deters violent crimes, and it appears to produce no increase in accidental deaths. If
those states which did not have right-to-carry concealed gun provisions had adopted them in
1992, approximately 1,570 murders; 4,177 rapes; and over 60,000 aggravated assaults would
have been avoided yearly. . . . [T]he estimated annual gain from allowing concealed handguns is
at least $6.214 billion. . . . [W]hen state concealed handgun laws went into effect in a county,
murders fell by 8.5%, and rapes and aggravated assaults fell by 5% and 7%." ("Crime,
Deterrence, And Right-To-Carry Concealed Handguns," 1997, available at
http://2ndlawlib.org/journals/) Now even anti-gun criminologists are admitting that studies in
their field, being peer reviewed, show clearly that gun control does not reduce violence.

That revelation is bolstered by the experiences of Britain and Australia, where gun bans
have been followed by rapidly rising violent and armed crime rates. The violent crime rate in
formerly peaceful Britain is now higher than it is here, and since Australia banned firearms last
year, their armed assault rate has gone up 44%.

Concealed carry makes a positive difference. The people of Texas know that. Now if we
could only convince the VPC.


